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Voltaire, and with Koenig, a mathematician at The Hague;
and eventually he left Berlin, travelled for his health in the
South of France, and died in 1759. The King permitted him
to retain the presidency of the Academy to the end; but
<c Frederick exercised it himself, after the decease of the rest-
less and morose Maupertuis."* The King also honoured
Maupertuis by having Voltaire's Diatribe du Docteur Akakia
burned by the common hangman of Berlin.
The liberal outlook of the Berlin Academy is seen in its
action in 1784, when it awarded its prize to Antoine, Comte
de Rivarol's Discours sur r Universality de la langue franfaise.
The Bavarian Academy of Sciences, founded in the reign of
the Elector Maximilian Joseph (1745-77), maintained the
tradition of solid learning in South Germany, and in the later
years of the century zealously promoted secondary-school
education in Bavaria.
Ever since the Renaissance there had existed societies or
academies of learned men; not young students, but established
scholars. These scholars, or amateurs of scholarship, joined
academies because they liked the company of their fellows;
because their association conferred distinction and reputation
upon each other; because the c proceedings ' of the academy
gave them an opportunity of placing the results of their re-
searches or studies before the learned world; and, in the
eighteenth century, because they could exercise their wit and
intellect fairly safely in the academy without the intervention
of police spies or censors. The popularity of academies among
the Italian intelligentsia of the eighteenth century is largely to
be explained by this last fact. The Italian nobility, moderately
rich, usually well educated, had no politics in the little paternal
or despotic states—Tuscany, Modena, the Papal States, and
the rest—in which they lived. They had, however, a sphere
for intellectual discussion and expression in their academies.
A famous society of this kind was the Accademia delk Crusca
of Florence. The most widely spread in its influence and
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